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Unabashedly
Bookish

Unabashedly Bookish
features new articles
every day from the Book
Clubs staff, guest
authors, and friends on
hot topics in the world of
books, language,
writing, and publishing.
From trends in the
publishing business to
updates on genre fiction
fan communities, from
fun lessons on grammar
to reflections on
literature in our personal
lives, this blog is the
best source for your
daily dose of all things
bookish.
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Who introduced you to reading?
RIZZ0O'S WAR author Lou
Manfredo thanks his dad.
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Well, today is my birthday and | wanted to share one of my greatest gifts with y'all ... my agent, Janet Rosen! | asked die. Sound familiar? http:/bit.ly
Janet to share her insights for writers with "Writer to Writer." Read on ... /4FuJdG about 23 hours ago

Stop by and chat with Debbie

. ; : 5
JD: How did you become an agent and who are some of your clients? Macomber. http://bit ly/sgTVQ 1

JR: | became an agent by accident, just tripped and fell into it. | had been working in magazines (Glamour and several

others) for a while. Later, | was doing some other editorial freelancing (writing, reviewing, editing, consulting) and day ago
knew Sheree from Women's National Book Association, NYC chapter. (At one point, | was president of the NYC
chapter.) Sheree was still in book packaging and slowly launching her literary agency. | started coming in just an
afternoon or two a week to read and help out. One day | looked up and the frog was totally boiled-- | was an agent
and | liked it!
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JR: In your (nonfiction) book proposal, really explain who your audience is and what makes your "To Babylon myself there"
book distinctive and different from its competition.

JD: Do you see a lot of writers who submit their work too soon? What's your advice to them? Authors Plan, Cover Gods

Eris

JR: There are two kinds of "too soon." The first | cannot fix-- if your writing is weak or your idea is trite it will always be L?UQh_ . .
too soon to submit it, regardless of your energy and confidence. The fixable kind of "too soon" is someone who has a First Lines are Like First
decent idea and can write, and the book is not bad, yet it is missing something fresh and dynamic.Or missing a Dates
developed platform. For example, there are a lot of books about recovering from grief and merely competent I'm Buying this Book for a
proposals about that are something | might reject, but a wonderful new book by my client, Susan Berger, THE FIVE Friend...
WAYS WE GRIEVE: FINDING YOUR PERSONAL PATH TO HEALING AFTER THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE, offers Peopl ,
- . : ple of Earth! Don’t
a fresh perspective on a perennial subject. Panic! The Hitchhiker's
JD: What do writers need to better understand about how the industry works? Gui...
JR: It is ever changing, and as we all know "platform" is increasingly more important for publication. i
JD: | know you have a full bookshelf. What do YOU like to read in your "spare" time? The Great Mortality and the
JR: Besides my own clients, | enjoy re-reading books from my youth (Louise Fitzhugh Specter of Popular His...
Harriet the Spy , E.L. Konigsberg, Betty MacDonald). Also mysteries--I think Denise Mina is The Sexual Convolution
brilliant.

Reading as Self Defense

Thanks to Janet for sharing her expertise. Janet works for Sheree Bykofsky Associates. To
contact her go to: http://bangthekeys.com where you can also pick up more writing tips! Hip hip Latest Comments
hooray!
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Happy birthday, Jill. LizFenton on: My Own Mr.
Right
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